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FOREWORD

It gwes me immense pleasure to introduce to the world of
orientalists this valuable reference book, entitled Lebya-koSa, compiled
by Mr Mohan Lal Banthia and his assistant Mr  Shrichand Chorara
who 18 a student at our Institute It 1s a specimen volume of a larger
project prepared by Mr Banthia to compile a series of such volumes
on various subjects of Janism, enlisted m a comprehensive and ex-
haustive catalogue that 15 under preparation by him, The compilers do
not claim that the volume is an exhaustive and complete refesrence book
on the subject as contained 1n the literature that 1s extant and available
in print and manuscripts, accepted by the Digambara and the Svetam-
bara sects of Jamism In fact, Mr Banthia has proposed to publish
another volume on the subject, containing the references to the subject
embodied 1n the Digambara Iiterature  The Le§ya-ko$a will inspire the
scholars of Jamism for a critical study of the subject, leading to a clear
formulation and evaluation of the doctrine and 1ts bearng on the

metaphysical speculations of ancient India

The concept of leSya 1s a vital part of the Jaina doctrine of karman
Every activity of the soul 1s accompanied by a corresponding change
n the material organism, subtle or gross, The leéya of a soul has also
such double aspect—one affecting the soul and the other 1ts physical
attachment  The former 1s called bhava-le$yd, and the latter 1s known
as dravya-leSya A detailed account of the mental and moral changes
in the soul! and also an elaborate description of the material properties
of various le§yas? are recorded in the Jama scripture and its
commentaries

In the Ajivika, the Buddhist and the Brahmamical thought also,
1deas symilar to the Jama concept of leéya are found recorded The
leSya qua matter 1s the ‘colour-matter’ accompanying the various gross

1 Pp 251-3 (of the text)
2 Pp 20f
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and subtle physical attachments of the soul.® Thisis the dravya-lebya.
The corresponding state of the soul of which the dravya-lefya is the
outward expression 1s bhava-le§ya * The dravya-lebya, being composed
of matter, has all the material properties vz, colour; taste, smell and
touch  But its nomenclature as ksna (black), mia (dark blue),, kapota
(grey, black red®), tejas (fiery, red®), padma (lotus-coloured, yellow?)
and éukla (white), 1s framed after its colour which appears to be 1ts
salient feature The use of colour-names to indicate spiritual develop-
ment was popular among the Ajivikas and the lebya concept of the
Jainas seems to have had a simular origin The Buddhists appear to
have given a spiritual interpretation to the Ajivika theory of six abhi-
Jatis and the Brahmanical thinkers hinked the colours to the various
states of sattva, rajas and tamas 8

Although 1t 13 difficult to determine the chronology of these ideas
mm these religions, there should be no doubt that the concept of leéya
was an integral part of Jaina metaphysics in 1ts most ancient version
The later Jaina thinkers made attempts at kmitting up the doctrine of
karman, placing the concept of le§ya at its proper place 1 the
texture

As regards the etymology of the word leS§ya (Prakmt, lessa, lesd),
I would like to suggest its derivation from 4/§hs ‘to burn’®, with its
meaning extended to the sense—*shining 1n some colour’. This connota-
tion and others allied to 1t appear to explain satisfactorily the senses
of scriptural phrases containing the word lessa, collected on pages 4
and 5 of the leSya-kosa Dr Jacobr’s derivation of the term from
kle§al© does not appear plausible, as the kasiaya (the Jaina equivalent

of kle§a) has no necessary connéction with the ledya, and the various

P 10 (lime 5) , also p 13 (line 1),
P 9 (lnes 21ff)

P. 45 (hine 13)

P 45 (lioe 13)

P. 45 (line 14)

Pp 254-7 , also Glasenapp * The Doctrine of Karman 1n Jamna
Philosophyy p 47, fn 2 | Pandit Sukhlalyt : Jain Cultural
Research Society (Varanasi) Patrikd No 15, pp 25-6

9 $risu-$hisu-prusu-plusu dahe— Paniniya-Dhatupatha, 701-4
10. Glasenapp * op cit, p 47, fo 1,
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usages of the word (lcdya) found in the Jaina scripture do not imply
such connotation

Three alternative theories have been proposed by commentators to
eaplain the nature of ledya In the first theory, it 1s regarded as a
product of passions (kasaya-msyanda), and consequently as arising on
account of the rise of the kasiya-mohaniya karman In the second, 1t
1s considered as the transformation due to activity (yoga-parmama),
and as such onginating from the rise of karmans which produce three
kinds of activity (physical, vocal and mental) In the third alternative,
the le§ya 1s conceived as a product of the eight categories of karman
(Jﬁanavaraniya, etc ), and as such accounted as artsing on account of
the rise of the eight categories of karman In all these theories, the
le§ya 1s accepted as a state of the soul, accompanying the reahzation
(audayika-bhava) of the effect of karman 11

Of these theories, the second theory appears plausible  The le$ya,
in this theory, 1s a transformation (parinati) of the §arira-nimakarman
(body-making karman),12 effected by the activity of the soul through
its various gross and subtle bodies—the physical organism (kéya),
speech-organ (vdk), or the mind-organ (manas) functioning as the
wmstrument of such activity 18  The material aggregates involved 1n the
activity constitute the le§ya The material particles attracted and
transformed 1nto various karmic categories (Jﬁénavaraniya, etc ) do not
make up the le§ya  There 1s presence of le§yd even in the absence of
the categories of ghati-karman 1n the sayogi-kevalin stage of spiritual
development, which proves that such categories do not constitute leSya
Similarly, the categories of aghati-karman also do not form the leSya
as there 1s absence of leSya even 1n the presence of such categories in
the ayogi-kevalin stage of spiritual development ** The leSya-matter
involved 1n the activity aggravates the kasiyas if they arc there 15 Tt
1s also responsible for the anubhaga (intensity) of karmic bondage 16

11 For the refutation of the theory propounding leya as karma-
nisyanda, vide pp 11-2

12 P 10 (hne 10)

13 P 10 (lines 13-21)

14 P 11 (lnes 3-8)

15 P 11 (lines 8-9)

16 P 11 (lmes 15-7) , also the Tika on Karmagrantha, 1V, 1,
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Lcdya is also conceived by the commentators as having the aspeot
of viscosity,??

The compilers of the Ledya-kosa have taken preat pans to make
the work as systematic and exhaustive as possible,  Assistance of a
trained scholar and proof-reader could, however, be requisitioned for
better editing and correct printing,  The scholars of Indinn philosophy,
particularly thosc working in the field of Jainism, will derive good help
from such refercnce books, Although primanly a veteran business
man, Mr. Banthia has shown keen understanding of ontological prob-
lems 1n systematically arranging he rcferences and clinching crucial
1ssues as 1s evident from the occasional remarks in his notes, Scholars
will take off their hats to him in appreciation of his Herculean labour
in defiance of the extremely precarious health that he has been cnjoying
for the last several years. We wish success to him in his larger scheme
which 1s bound to be of great benefit to scholars devoted to the study

of Jaimism, and assure lum of our full co-operation i the execution of
the project.

NATHMAL TATIA
Director,
Research Institute of Prakmt
July 3, 1966 Jainology & Ahmmsa, Vaishalt

17. P, 12 (lne 11) ; p. 13 (line 13).
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